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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT STROESSNER'S SIXTH INAUGURATION: AUGUST 15, 1978 

REF ASUNCION 3330 

1. SUMMARY: PRESIDENT STROESSNER ASSUMED A SIXTH TERM AS 
PRESIDENT OP PARAGUAY ON AUGUST 15, 1978. ALL INAUGURAL EVENTS 
WERE CARRED OUT WITH PRECISION. IN GENERAL, MILITARY OR CONSERVATIVE 
GOVERNMENTS SENT HIGH-LEVEL DELEGATIONS WHILE THE WESTERN 
DEMOCRACIES WERE REPRESENTED BY AMBASSADORS ACCREDITED TO PARAGUAY. 
THERE WERE NO CHANGES IN THE CABINET DESPITE RAMPANT RUMORS OP 
IMPENDING DISMISALES. SOME OBERVERS POINT TO THIS LACK OP CHANGE 
AS AN INDICATION OP THE ANACHRONISTIC NATURE OP THE STROESSNER 
GOVERNMENT. AN IMPRESSIVELY LARGE COLORADO PARTY PARADE AUGUST 14 
WAS DEEMED AN INTERNAL POLITICAL EVENT BY THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, 

THE U.S. AND SEVERAL LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES WHO WERE NOT REPRESENTED 

IN THE DIPLOMATIC BOX. A GREAT NUMBER OP RECEPTIONS, 

WREATH-LAYINGS AND CREDENTIALS CEREMONIES WENT ON POR 
THREE DAYS. AT EACH OP THESE EVENTS, RANKING GOVERNMENT 
OPFICIALS, INCLUDING THE PRESIDENT, MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE 
GOP IS VERY ANXIOUS TO SEE AN IMPROVEMENT IN ITS RELATIONS 
WITH THE U.S. END SUMMARY. 
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2. PRESIDENT STROESSNER TOOK THE OATH OP OPPICE AS PRESIDENT 
OP PARAGUAY AT 8:10 AM ON AUGUST 15, 1978. THIS MARKS 
THE SIXTH TIME HE HAS BEEN SWORN IN SINCE HE CAME TO POWER 
THROUGH A MILITARY COUP IN 1954; HE HAS BEEN ELECTED TO 
OPFICE LIVE TIMES; THE NEW TERM WILL RUN UNTIL AUGUST 14, 1983. 
ALL INAUGURAL EVENTS WERE WELL-ORGANIZED. 
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3. IN GENERAL, COUNTRIES GOVERNED BY VERY CONSERVATIVE OR 
MILITARY REGIMES WERE REPRESENTED AT A HIGH LEVEL, E.G. 

SOUTH AFRICA BY FOREIGN MINISTER BOTHA, TAIWAN BY ITS CNO. 

THE U.S., THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND COUNTIRES RULED BY DEMOCRATIC 
REGIMES WERE GENERALLY REPRESENTED BY AMBASSAORS ACCREDITED 
TO PARAGUAY, SOME RESIDENT HERE, OTHERS IN BRASILIA, MONTEVIDEO 
AND BUENOS AIRES. THE VICE PRESIDENT OF BRAZIL WAS THE HIGHEST 
RANKING FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVE BUT HE WAS UPSTAGED BY THE LAST 
MINUTE APPEARANCE OF ARGENTINE JUNTA MEMBER ADMIRAL EMILIO MASSERA 
WHO CAME IN HIS "PERSONAL" CAPACITY AT THE INVITATION OF 
PRESIDENT STROESSNER. ARGENTINA, NICARAGUA, EL SALVADOR, 

HONDURAS AND SPAIN WERE REPRESENTED AT THE MINISTERIAL LEVEL. 

4. AFTER THE PRESIDNE TOOK HIS OATH, HE SWORE IN HIS 
CABINET AT THE PALACIO LOPEZ. AS REPOTED REFTEL, NOT 

ONE CHANGE WAS MADE IN CABINET PERSONNEL DESPITE A CHORUS 
OF COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE VENALITY OR IMCOMPENTENCE OF VARIOUS 
MINISTERS AND A PLETHORA OF RUMORS THAT SOME WOULD GO. SOME 
OBSERVERS CLAIM THIS MERELY DEMONSTRATES THE ANACHRONISTIC 
AND SCLEROTIC NATURE OF THE STROESSNER GOVERNMENT. THE GREAT 
AGE OF MANY MINISTERS LED THE CARTOONIST FOR THE AFTERNOON 
PAPER "ULTIMA HORA" TO SUGGET THAT THE CABINET WAS 
GOING TO TAKE TH OATH OF OFFICE AT THE LOCAL OLD FOLKS HOME. 
EVIDENTLY, PRESIDNET STROESSNER DECIDED HE FELT MORE COMFORTABLE 
WITH THE STATUS QUO, EITHER TO AVOID ROCKING THE BOAT OR BECAUSE 
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HE DID NOT WANT TO APPEAR TO SUBMIT TO INTERNAL POLITICAL PRESSURES. 
THERE IS EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE HE IS AWARE OF TH SHORTCOMINGS 
OF HIS CABINT COLLEAGUES. 

5. ONE OF THE MORE STRKING INAUGURAL EVENTS WAS THE COLORADO 
PARTY PARADE ON AUGUST 14, BILLED AS A "CIVIC" EVENT BUT CLEARLY 
A HIGLY STRUCTURED SHOW OF MASS SUPPORT FOR THE REGIME. MORE 
THAN ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND FLAG-WAVING MARCHERS, SOME BY CHOICE, 
OTHERS BY NECESSITY, PASSED THE PRESIDENT'S REVIEWING STAND FOR 
MORE THAN FIVE HOURS. THE RED COLORADO PARTY BANNERS AND IMPRESSIVE 
DISCIPLINE LOOKE MORE LIKE A LEFT RATHER THAN RIGHT-WING 
EXTRAVAGANZA. THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY DECIDED NOT TO ATTEND AND 
WAS JOINED BY THE U.S. AND SUCH LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES AS 
COLOMBIA, VENEZUELA, PANAMA AND PERU. THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR 

WAS PUT UNDER CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE TO ATTEND BY THE 
INFLUENTIAL ITALIAN COMMUNITY HERE BUT HE INSISTED ON 
SEEKING INSTRUCTIONS FROM ROME WHICH NEVER CAME. 

6 . 

THROUGHOUT THE MANY EVENTS OF THE THREE-DAY CELEBRATION, 

THE OFFICIAL ATTITUDE TOWARD THE UNITED STATES 

WARMED UP REMARKABLY. PRESIDENT STROESSNER MADE SEVERAL 
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FRIENDLY GESTURES TOWARD THE AMBASSADOR AND SENIOR OEFICIALS 
OF THE GOP WENT OUT OF THEIR WAY TO REASSURE OTHER EMBASSY 
OEFICIALS THAT PARAGUAY WANT TO RETAIN ITS GOOD RELATIONS 
WITH THE U.S. THE MARKED CHANGE IN CLAIMTE HERE WILL BE 
THE SUBJECT OF A SEPARATE TLEGRAM. 

WHITE 
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